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Become a member of Preserve Our Past (POP) and 
together we will form a strong base for protecting the 
architectural integrity of the City of Little Falls and the 
rural areas beyond it. We all need to be aware of the 
importance of  the uniqueness of  our buildings that 
make our streets and community special and different 
than any other.
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Little Falls, New York has a rich 
and varied architectural history. 
T h r o u g h t h e f o r t u n a t e 
geographic situation of the City, 
we became a waypoint for 
ex t ended s tops a long the 
Mohawk River and the Erie 
Canal, one of our nation’s most 
important transportation routes 
during formative periods of our 
country’s prosperous growth.

This led to the city becoming a 
national and world leader in 
certain respects over the century 
and a half of its existence. We 
will enlighten you more as the 
tour proceeds.

A word about using this book: 
We have included a photo of the 
building and the name of the 
building based upon use, person 
who built it, or a significant 
occupant (not to diminish the 
current or previous owners’ 
contribution to the building’s 
history). Also listed are an 

approximate date of construction, 
the style based upon the time it 
w a s c o n s t r u c t e d ( t h o u g h 
certainly one can make an 
a r g u m e n t f o r d e fi n i n g i t 
differently as a result of later 
renovations or additions), and 
br ief rambl ings about the 
building or its occupants.

This tour is mapped out in the 
centerfold and is limited in scope 
to significant buildings on the 
east side of the city, while 
attempting to limit the walk to 
one mile and about 20 to 40 
minutes. There will be a West 
Tour as well as a complete City 
tour in the future. We invite you 
to expand your visit to see the 
other areas of the city and revel 
in our extraordinary architecture.

We hope you enjoy your visit, 
patronize our local merchants, 
and will return to partake in one 
of our annual festivals or Third 
Thursday outings.

WELCOME TO OUR CITY



On November 11, 1903 a group 
of German men decided to form a 
singing society reminiscent of 
those in their native country. The 
club moved many times and was 
finally located in this brick 
building. 

A notorious local story: In this 
social club, Francis “Mickey” 
N e l s o n , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
Maennerchor, and Jennifer 
Reisel, a young unemployed 
Little Falls resident hung out 
together. In 2012 seventy-four 
year old Nelson told Jennifer he 
wanted to die and Jennifer 
agreed to help him for $180,000 

worth of insurance money. It was 
assisted suicide by car, his own 
Chevy Impala. His bound and 
mangled body was found in a 
nearby field on Eatonville Road. 
Like Mr. Nelson, the club is 
defunct. 

Presently it is privately owned 
and undergoing renovations. 

Preserve Our Past is always 
available to  support owners with 
an Historic Tax credit application 
and would be available to help 
with researching the history and 
appropriate architectural features 
to be retained and rehabilitated. 

GERMAN MAENNERCHOR 
642 EAST MAIN STREET

GREEK REVIVAL STYLE
BUILT 1830-50

TOMEI HOUSE
547 GARDEN STREET

ITALIANATE STYLE
BUILT 1860

This lovely brick building capped 
b y a fl a t r o o f w i t h w i d e 
overhanging eaves supported by 
brackets, tall windows with stone 
lintels and sills, a decorative door 
hood and recessed double doors 
is a fine example of the Italianate 
style.

Charles Benedict also built the 
house and the brick carriage 
house immediately to the east, 
which was originally part of this 
property. Apparently the wagon 
business was doing very well in 
the mid-19th century. 

An interesting phase in this 
bui lding’s history was the 
establishment of a four-bed 
hospital in the eastern wing.

In 2017 this house hosted 
Preserve Our Past’s gathering 
upon the termination of a guided 
tour of the buildings in this 
booklet for the Landmark Society 
of Utica. Participants were 
treated to a tour of the house 
interior along with scrumptious 
food and drink.



This quintessential municipal 
building was listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 2011.

William Neil Smith of New York 
City designed City Hall and the 
local Masonic Temple (1914). 
D a v i d H a m l i n B u r r e l l , 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t , i n v e n t o r , 
philanthropist and owner of 
Overlook Mansion donated 
$60,000 of the $104,706 original 
cost. In 2017 dollars, that’s the 
equivalent buying power of $1.25 
million donated and a building 
cost of $2.18 million.

The building houses the police 
department, the firehouse, the 
city offices, the city courts, and 
the city jail. The jail in particular 
has remained in its original 
design and finishes from the early 
20th century and leaves one with 
an unsettled feeling upon visiting.

The city has been visited by some 
significant political figures over 
the years: New York Governor 
Al Smith in 1923, Republican 
Presidential candidate Alfred 
Landon in 1936, and Robert F. 
Kennedy in 1964.

LITTLE FALLS CITY HALL
659 EAST MAIN STREET

BEAUX ARTS STYLE
BUILT 1917-1918

This house is an example of a 
transitional period among the 
styles or the renovation from the 
Federal Style to Greek Revival 
with later additions. The Federal 
Style was prominent from 1780 
to 1820 (in certain areas, until 
1840). Greek Revival started 
circa 1820 through 1860. One 
will notice the later additions of 
Victorian elements as seen in the 
Queen Anne style chimney and 
the gable shingles.

Col. David Petrie built this 
house. He was a descendent of 

John Joost Petrie, builder of the 
first grist mill in Little Falls in 
1725.

Edward Ellice had become the 
sole proprietor of land around 
Little Falls that had been in his 
family for years. But in 1825 he 
became conciliatory and three or 
four dwelling sites were sold: one 
to Sanders Lansing, one to 
Nathaniel S. Benton, and one to 
David Petrie. These were the first 
landowners other than Ellice 
family members.

D. PETRIE HOUSE 
528 GARDEN STREET

TRANSITIONAL STYLE
BUILT 1825



This is an example of a house that 
was remodeled. Original ly 
designed in the Federal Style, it 
was remodeled into the Italianate 
style circa 1874.

The Italianate-style home was 
popular between 1850 and 1870.

It is typically a two- to three-
story building with low pitched 
or flat roofs displaying emphatic 
overhanging eaves supported by 
corbels (large decorative brackets 
under an ornamental cornice), 
usually fenestrated with tall 
narrow windows with pediments 
over the windows and doors. The 
style can also feature a square 

cupola or tower. A great number 
of houses in Little Falls were 
built or remodeled into this style 
as it coincided with an economic 
boom in the city.

Arphaxed Loomis (1792-1886) 
was a US Representative from 
NY, County and Surrogate 
Judge, and President of the 
Village of Little Falls. His biblical 
name was listed in Strangest 
Names in American Political 
History. He is buried in the 
Church Street Cemetery. The 
home remained in the family until 
t h e d e a t h o f h i s g r e a t -
granddaughter, Lillian Wing 
Burrell Fisher, in 2010.

LOOMIS-BURRELL HOUSE 
676 EAST MAIN STREET

ITALIANATE STYLE
BUILT 1832

This building was a gift from 
Dav id H. Burre l l S r. , an 
industrialist and inventor in Little 
Falls who built Overlook Mansion. 
On November 6th, 1911 he laid 
the cornerstone himself.

The building was originally called 
the Presbyterian Parish House, 
then later changed to the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 

Commercial and civic buildings 
have long been difficult to 
categorize as architects and 
designers try to stylize a large 
hulking box. Consequently, they 
pick and choose: the flat roof and 
exaggerated overhangs of the 

Italianate style, the paired windows 
and extended brackets from the 
Victorian era, the horizontal 
banding and simplified rustication 
of the Romanesque style, etc. 

Even so, most people would agree 
that it is a handsome building and 
we are blessed to have had it 
bequeathed to us. And the YMCA 
continues to serve the community 
with fitness facilities and short-
term living quarters at minimal cost 
to area residents.

YMCA
25 JACKSON STREET

20th CENTURY COMMERCIAL STYLE
BUILT 1911-1913



Frank Bramer (1834-1888) built 
the mansard-roofed brick home 
as a private residence for his 
family. His daughter, Nellie, 
married Judge Rollin Smith. 
After her early demise at age 42, 
the widowed Judge 
Smith continued to 
reside there until his 
death in 1911. A 
year earlier, Smith 
quickly moved legal 
proceedings along to 
e n s u r e t h a t t h e 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y 
(which was located 
elsewhere), would 
have a permanent 

home, his home. No one at that 
time knew he was dying of 
cancer. He bequeathed the 
building to the City along with 
$12,000 for its upkeep, about 
$300,000 in 2017 dollars.

LITTLE FALLS LIBRARY
706 EAST MAIN STREET

SECOND EMPIRE STYLE
BUILT 1876-1878

This building was constructed for 
Judge Nathaniel Benton, a 
county judge, state senator, 
secretary of state, and the first 
president of Little Falls. (Benton 
Hall Academy is named after 
him.)

The Burrell family acquired the 
property in 1920 and presented it 
to the City in memory of their 
deceased sister, Anne Louise 
Burrell. The house was to be 
used as a meeting house and a 

residence for women—uses that 
continue to this day.

The kitchen on the lower level is 
virtually untouched and original 
to the house. The whitewashed 
s t o n e w a l l s , h a n d - f o r g e d 
hardware, wooden tables and 
benches, and massive brick 
fireplace provide a glimpse into 
what life was like in the early 
1800s. A Dutch door opens up to 
a narrow staircase, which leads 
back up to the first floor.

BENTON HOUSE-WCA
534 GARDEN STREET

FEDERAL STYLE
BUILT 1826-1827



This house was built by Alvah 
Ward circa 1860. Ward Square, 
today’s Eastern Park, is situated 
across the street from this 
building. It was donated to the 
city by John Ward, Alvah’s father.

It is another of the many Italianate 
style houses in the city. Besides 
being a popular style during the 
accelerated growth of Little Falls, 
this design, with its flat roof, 
addressed another issue at the 
time—water. The city had a 
limited wooden system of water 
pipes. The flat roof design allowed 
buildings to be constructed with a 
central roof drain that flowed into 

a cistern often located in the 
shallow attic space above the 
second floor. The water flowed 
through the pipes with the use of 
gravity to the faucets. You may 
notice small windows or vents that 
allowed the owner to moderate the 
temperature in this space to help 
keep the tank warm or cool 
depending upon the season. Over 
the years this system, with our 
harsh winters, led to roof 
problems. Consequently many 
have been altered and the cisterns 
removed. It is likely we could still 
find one or two in the many 
Italianate buildings around town.

WARD HOUSE 
721 EAST MAIN STREET

ITALIANATE STYLE
BUILT 1860

James Sanders built this house 
for himself. He was a local 
building contractor and architect 
who constructed a number of 
local residences, mills, and civic 
buildings. He also worked on the 
Erie Canal construction in 1823.

Along with a partner, he built the 
original Little Falls Academy.

The carriage house off the back 
of the house was previously a 
summer kitchen. The seven 
garages built in the 1930s housed 
farm equipment in the winter.

This property was listed in 2006 
on the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c P l a c e s a n d i s a 
significant contributor to the 
Little Falls Historic District, 
which was established in 2012 
through the efforts of the City of 
Little Falls, the New York State 
Preserva t ion League , and 
Preserve Our Past.

JAMES SANDERS HOUSE
546 GARDEN STREET

FEDERAL STYLE
BUILT 1827



Gothic architecture was 
originally a pejorative 
used to describe the 
term “barbarous 
German Style.” It 
developed primarily in 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
architecture but was 
applied to other types of 
buildings: elegant town 
houses, grand palaces, 
castles, civic buildings, 
and cathedrals.

Throughout the years, a parish house, a 
steeple, a rectory, a nunnery and a school were 
added. Native stone from local quarries was used.

The main tower is 185 feet high, complete with a 
gilded cross. The walls are 2 1/2 feet thick and are strengthened by masonry 
buttresses 28 feet high. The bell weighs a mere 8,000 pounds. The stained glass 
windows were imported and the main altar is of the finest Italian marble and 
Mexican onyx.

Interestingly, the formal consecration of the church took place in 1928. It could 
only be consecrated when the church was debt free.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
621 EAST JOHN STREET

GOTHIC STYLE
BUILT 1874-1878

This stately brick house features a 
central tower and gothic entrance. 
The carriage house, also detailed in 
the high style of this period, has a 
mansard roof with a cupola.
Both structures were built by Jacob 
Zoller, a businessman and pioneer 
in the field of food processing. He 
built cold storage plants for the 
distribution of wholesale dairy 
products nationwide. He operated 
nine farms totaling over 3,500 acres.
His daughter Zaida Zoller was a 
businesswoman and suffragette 
who entertained Susan B. Anthony 
in this house.

ZOLLER HOUSE
553 GARDEN STREET

SECOND EMPIRE  STYLE
BUILT 1879



Benton Hall was originally 
designed as the high school by 
renowned architect Archimedes 
Russe l l . He a lso des igned  
Overlook Mansion (also known as 
the D.H. Burrell Mansion). The 
school building was named after 
Nathaniel Benton, Little Falls’ first 
president.

T h e a r c h i t e c t u r e s t y l e i s 
Romanesque Revival. It was 
typically a symmetrical design with 
features that included semicircular 
arches, pillars, columns, piers, 
barrel vaults, thick walls and large 
towers with simplified exterior 
details.

Due to the lack of electricity when 
it was designed, natural lighting 
was the primary light source. 
Consequently, the building boasts 
many large windows, which add to 
the wonderful atmosphere of the 
classrooms. 

The building underwent extensive 
restorations in 1996. With a budget 
of $12 million, a 21st century 
elementary school was created. 
Well worth the effort and cost, the 
City proudly showcases one of the 
oldest continuously used school 
buildings in New York State. It 
will remain so for many years to 
come.

BENTON HALL ACADEMY 
770 EAST MAIN STREET

ROMANESQUE REVIVAL 
BUILT 1895 WING HOUSE

18 NORTH WILLIAM STREET
GREEK REVIVAL

BUILT 1840

This quite simple Greek Revival 
house is a nice example of why 
many Americans embraced the 
style. Other factors contributed 
to its popularity. The War of 
1812 left most people with a bad 
taste in their mouths concerning 
the English and their culture. 
Shortly after, Greece was fighting 
a war for their own independence 
and many Americans identified 
with their struggle. Coincidently, 
archeologists were discovering 
and sharing with the public that 
Greece was the “Mother of 
Rome.” Interest shifted away 

from the Classical styles toward 
the Greek Revival style. As a 
result, this style held sway for a 
long period. It established the 
front gable roof as a dominant 
form well into the 20th century, 
showing up in folk houses and 
most of the styles that followed.



This house was remodeled in the 
1930s as a Decorative Arts and 
Crafts Style. The Arts and Crafts 
S ty l e was a l so known a s 
American Craftsman and Prairie 
Style.

The movement began in England 
as a revolt against bad taste in 
poorly designed buildings and 
overly-decorated goods of the 
late 1800s Victorian age. It was 
not so much a style as a social 
and artistic movement at the turn 
of the 20th century in America 
and goes well beyond buildings to 
inc lude the ar t s , j ewe l ry, 
tableware, textiles, wallpaper, 
and so on. 

The style is defined by a typically 
symmetrical design, low-pitched 
roof lines—gabled or hipped, 
deep overhanging open eaves 
with brackets, front porches 
beneath an extended main roof, 
square- tapered support ing 
columns that often extend 
through the porch to grade, 
handcrafted stone or woodwork, 
4 over 1 or 6 over 1 double-hung 
windows, and a plethora of built-
ins including the ubiquitous 
breakfast nook.

Frank Lloyd Wright embraced 
the aesthetic of this style of 
design in developing his Prairie 
style buildings.

FISHER HOUSE 
24 WAVERLY PLACE

CRAFTSMAN STYLE
BUILT 1890

This house was built by David 
H. Burrell Jr. at the height of the 
Eclectic period from 1880 to 
1940. It is an example of the 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 
subcategory ,with Craftsman 
style influences. This building 
was reported to have been 
d e s i g n e d b y n o t e d 
architect,Dwight James Baum. 
Mr. Baum was born in Little 
Falls and educated at Syracuse 
U n i v e r s i t y. H e d e s i g n e d 
buildings from Little Falls to 
New York City to Florida. We 
can confirm he designed the 
house further up Salisbury Street 
at number 39.

BURRELL HOUSE
603 GARDEN STREET

COLONIAL REVIVAL STYLE
BUILT 1917



In this Colonial Revival house we 
s e e t h e i n fl u e n c e o f a 
contemporary and competing 
style, the Beaux Arts. The 
Eclectic period had three distinct 
regional aesthetics: English/ 
Anglo-American, French and 
Spanish/Mediterranean. The 
Colonial was in the English style, 
while the Beaux Arts was in the 
French style. The basic form of 
the building with its symmetry, 
s q u a r e f r o n t f a c a d e w i t h 
matching round towers, and 
hipped roofs are typical ly 
English. We see the Beaux Arts 
style in the Palladian, oval and 

arched windows. There is French 
detailing in the trim and columns. 
But in the end, one would lean 
toward labeling this building as 
Colonial Revival.

This building recently had the 
curved windows in the towers 
replaced with curved, insulated 
glass installed in mahogany 
sashes that matched the original 
deteriorated windows. The cost 
was in the tens of thousands, but 
the owners took advantage of the 
Historic Tax Credit and will get 
all that back by not having to pay 
that amount in State and Federal 
taxes over the next several years.

BABINEC HOUSE 
28 WAVERLY PLACE

COLONIAL REVIVAL STYLE
BUILT 1902

This quaint example of a Queen 
Anne style house of the Victorian 
era was recently returned back to 
a single-family residence. 

The semi-circular side porch, an 
important characteristic of Queen 
Anne buildings, was restored 
w i t h c u s t o m - m a d e p e r i o d 
spindles and appropriate columns 
discovered in an area salvage 
yard. Light fixtures on the side 
and front porches were replaced 
to match the  period. The cut 

stone steps flanked by massive 
side supports were retained and 
enhance the entryway of the 
structure. Victorian paint colors 
for exterior trim were chosen and 
included a blue ceiling for the 
side porch. 

This house won Preserve Our 
Past’s Historic Preservation 
Award in 2015 and the owners 
have moved on to restore another 
local Queen Anne house.

SCHAFSTECK HOUSE
14 BURWELL STREET

QUEEN ANNE STYLE
BUILT 1890



S o l o m o n P e t r i e , T o w n 
Supervisor and Commissioner of 
Common Schools, lived in the 
center of Little Falls (around 
Second and Albany Streets) and 
built this brick “country” home 
in his retirement. My, how 
things have changed!

This house was built during the 
Romantic period (1820-1880) 
immediately preceding the 
Vic tor ian era . The Greek 
Revival style was waning but 
influenced this design along with 
elements of the Federal style. It 
also features the addition of a 
New Or leans ’ s ty l e f ron t 

balcony above the entranceway 
evoking the aura of the French-
Quarter. 

During this time period, most of 
the designers and architects 
were self-trained. They were 
primarily carpenters who read 
architecture books. Actually, in 
1840, Benjamin Henry Latrobe 
was the only formally trained 
architect in the United States.

S. PETRIE HOUSE
38 WAVERLY PLACE

TRANSITIONAL STYLE
BUILT 1866

Charles Benedict, a carriage 
maker and brother of H.H. 
Benedict, owner of the 
Remington Typewriter Company, 
built this house between 1850 
and 1866.

This transitional Gothic Revival 
to Italianate cottage is an 
example o f a des ign tha t 
developed during a lengthy 
construction process. Pointed 
arches over windows and doors, 
decorative porches, dormers, and 
steeply pitched roof gables are all 
missing from the Gothic genre. 

But remaining are the detailed 
porch and delicate wooden trim 
c a l l e d v e r g e b o a r d s o r 
bargeboards. It’s possible the 
designers were considering a flat 
area on the roof for water 
collection but  without ample 
attic space for a cistern, the water 
would likely have been piped to 
the basement for storage. 

BENEDICT HOUSE
18 BURWELL STREET

TRANSITIONAL STYLE
BUILT 1850-1866




