STATE OF NEW YORK ELLIOTT AUERBACH
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March 6, 2023

Mark Blask, Mayor

City of Little Falls

659 East Main Street

Little Falls, New York 13365

Dear Mayor Blask:

Based on our review of the City of Little Falls’ FYE 2022 Constitutional Tax Limit (CTL) form, we note
that your city has exhausted 82.6 percent of its tax limit. Without exclusions, the City would be over its tax
limit by 3.9 percent. State Finance Law requires the Comptroller to withhold certain state aid payments
from a local government if the taxes levied are in excess of the tax limit.

Based on our experience, your City is currently considered to be in a “high risk zone.” The current
proximity of your City to its tax limit warrants close attention by all involved with the budget process.

We have included an analysis of the recent tax limit trends for your City. As you can see, from 2020 to
2022, the City’s percent of tax limit exhausted has decreased by more than 4.5 percent. This is the result of
the tax levy increasing at a lower rate than the CTL in addition to an increase in exclusions of 7 percent
during this period. The City should continue to monitor its tax levy and exclusions as any decreases in
exclusions or increases in the tax levy at a rate greater than the tax limit will have a detrimental effect on
the City’s proximity to its tax limit. We recommend that the City use the tax limit form as a budgeting tool
and prepare it well in advance of its budget adoption. Please also note that the form is required to be
submitted 10 days prior to budget adoption.

To assist you in your planning process, we have also provided links to some of the online planning and self-
assessment financial tools available through our website. If you have any questions or would like to discuss
the tax limit process, please contact Amy McCabe (amccabe@osc.ny.gov or 518-738-2456).

Sincerely,

B
Benjamin F. Schwartz
Chief of Research, Policy and Training

cc:  City Treasurer
Members of the City Council
Syracuse Regional Office



