LITTLE FALLS COMMON COUNCIL
Minutes of the Monday March 16, 2026 Special Session

Present: Mayor, Deborah A. Kaufman
City Clerk Kira M. Miller
Alderman Jonathan Shaffer
Alderman Michael Masi
Alderman Mark Ruffing
Alderman Aaron Smith
Alderwoman Laura Eysaman
Alderman Dan Carter

Absent Alderwoman Sally Casler

Others Present: City Engineer

SEQR

The Common Council went through the Short Environmental Assessment Form on March 16,
2026;

The Common Council determined, based on the information and analysis and supporting
documents that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental
impacts.

Resolution #23
Classifying action and issuing a negative declaration
March 16, 2026

CITY OF LITTLE FALLS COMMON COUNCIL RESOLUTION #23-CLASSIFYING ACTION AND
ISSUING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION UNDER THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
REVIEW ACT (SEQR) - TRANSFER OF HANSEN AVENUE BRIDGE

At a meeting of the Common Council of the City of Little Falls, Herkimer County, New York, held at
City Hall, 659 East Main Street, Little Falls, New York, on March 16, 2026, the following resolution
was offered by Council Member Alderman Smith and seconded by Council Member Alderwoman
Eysaman:

WHEREAS, the City of Little Falls currently owns the Hansen Avenue Bridge providing access to
Hansen Island; and

WHEREAS, historically Hansen Avenue crossed Hansen Island entirely and was connected by
bridges on both the Hansen Avenue side and the Bellinger Street/Southern Avenue side of the
island; and



WHEREAS, the bridge connection on the Bellinger Street/Southern Avenue side was removed many
years ago and the portion of Hansen Avenue located on Hansen Island was subsequently
abandoned by the City, allowing construction over the former roadway alignment; and

WHEREAS, as a result, the Hansen Avenue Bridge now provides access only to a single privately
owned parcel located on Hansen Island; and

WHEREAS, the owner of the parcel served by the bridge has indicated a willingness to accept
ownership of the Hansen Avenue Bridge and associated access from the City of Little Falls; and

WHEREAS, the proposed action consists solely of the transfer of ownership and responsibility for
the existing Hansen Avenue Bridge and associated right-of-way from the City of Little Falls to the
owner of the adjacent parcel; and

WHEREAS, the proposed action does not involve any construction, expansion, or physical
alteration of the bridge, surrounding land, or natural resources; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and its implementing
regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617), the Common Council of the City of Little Falls has reviewed the
proposed action and the Short Environmental Assessment Form prepared for the project;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Little Falls hereby
determines that the proposed transfer of ownership of the Hansen Avenue Bridge is an Unlisted
Action pursuantto 6 NYCRR Part 617; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council has reviewed the Short Environmental
Assessment Form and considered the relevant areas of environmental concern; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Little Falls hereby determines
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts, and
therefore issues a Negative Declaration pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and/or City Clerk are hereby authorized to complete,
sign, and file all documents necessary to effectuate this determination.
ADOPTED this 16™ day of March, 2026.

Motion: Alderman Smith

Second Alderman Eysaman
Roll Call: Shaffer, Masi, Smith, Ruffing, Carter, Eysaman

Kib ent: Casler -
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Deborah A. Kaufman, Mayor




Resolution # 24
Hansen Island Bridge - Boundary Line Adjustment and Sale
March 16, 2026

RESOLUTION NO. 24
OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LITTLE FALLS

APPROVING BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT AGREEMENT AND CONVEYANCE
OF HANSEN ISLAND BRIDGE INTERESTS

WHEREAS, the City of Little Falls owns the Hansen Island Bridge, which provides access to
Hansen Island; and

WHEREAS, VOLTAIX, NVLLC is the owner of adjacent Tax Map Parcel No. 114.76-1-8 (1
Hansen Island); and

WHEREAS, a proposed Boundary Line Adjustment Agreement has been prepared to include
the Hansen Island Bridge and necessary supporting land within the Owners ’parcel, thereby
shifting future maintenance and liability responsibilities while serving the City’s long-term
infrastructure and fiscal interests; and

WHEREAS, the Agreement and associated Quitclaim Deed have been reviewed by the City
Attorney and are in appropriate form; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that the Hansen Island Bridge functions solely as
private access infrastructure for the adjacent Parcel No. 114.76-1-8, offering no public roadway,
recreational, or other municipal benefit, such that continued City ownership and maintenance
responsibility serves no public purpose and imposes unnecessary fiscal burden;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Little Falls,
New York, as follows:

The Boundary Line Adjustment Agreement between the City of Little Falls and Voltaix,
NVLLC, substantially in the form presented to this Council, is hereby approved.

The Mayor is authorized and directed to execute the Agreement, the Quitclaim Deed, and any
other documents necessary to effectuate the boundary adjustment and conveyance, subject to
final review and approval as to form by the City Attorney.

The City Clerk is directed to record the executed Agreement and Deed in the Herkimer County
Clerk’s Office and to provide copies to the Herkimer County Real Property Tax Services for
assessment updates.



This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.
Motion: Alderman Shaffer

Second: Alderman Ruffing

Roll Call: Shaffer, Masi, Ruffing, Smith, Carter, Eysaman
Absent: Casler

Dated: March 16, 2026
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ira M. Miller - City Clerk

LOCAL LAW #3 of 2026

COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LITTLE FALLS
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SALE OF THE HANSEN
AVENUE BRIDGE (BIN 2255530) AND ASSOCIATED INTERESTS TO VOLTARIX),
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING

WHEREAS, by Local Law No.3 2026 adopted on March 3, 2026, the Common Council declared
the Hansen Avenue Bridge (BIN 2255530), together with any associated right-of-way, easement,
or appurtenances necessary for its operation as a private crossing, to be surplus and excess
municipal property not required for public or municipal use; and

WHEREAS, the bridge is a 1939 polygonal Warren pony truss structure carrying Hansen
Avenue over the Mohawk River, providing sole vehicular access to 1 Hansen Island, owned by
VOLTARIX, NVLLC; and

WHEREAS, the bridge has been load-rated at 22 tons in recent inspections and, under updated
New York State Department of Transportation load-measurement protocols, is anticipated not to
meet current standards for continued municipal ownership and maintenance; and

WHEREAS, the bridge serves only one private business (operated by VOLTARIX at 1 Hansen
Island), has negligible public traffic or benefit, and imposes ongoing and unnecessary costs on
city taxpayers for state-mandated inspections, engineering reviews, and compliance; and

WHEREAS, water and sewer lines crossing the Hansen Avenue Bridge will be considered
private service lines upon transfer and shall be the sole responsibility of VOLTARIX, owner of 1
Hansen Island, including all future maintenance, repair, replacement, relocation, compliance
with applicable codes and regulations, and any associated costs or liabilities; and

WHEREAS, transferring the bridge to private ownership as a private crossing will eliminate
future municipal inspection, engineering, and regulatory burdens while maintaining safe access
for the sole adjacent property owner and his small business; and



WHEREAS, the proposed sale for the nominal consideration of One Dollar ($1.00) is in the best
interest of the City and its taxpayers as a cost-saving measure; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate and in accordance with good municipal practice to hold a public
hearing on the proposed sale to receive input from interested parties;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of Little Falls as
follows:

The sale of the Hansen Avenue Bridge (BIN 2255530), together with any associated right-of-
way, easement, or appurtenances necessary for its continued operation as a private crossing, to
VOLTARIX, owner of 1 Hansen Island, Little Falls, New York, for the sum of One Dollar
($1.00) is hereby authorized, approved, and directed, subject to the terms and conditions set forth
herein and in any related purchase and sale agreement, including but not limited to the following
mandatory conditions:

(a) Execution by the purchaser of an indemnification and hold harmless agreement (in form
approved by the City Attorney) protecting the City from all future liabilities associated with the
bridge post-transfer;

(b) Confirmation that any water and/or sewer lines crossing or attached to the bridge shall be
deemed private service lines, with all ownership, maintenance, repair, replacement, relocation,
permitting, and liability therefor transferring exclusively to the purchaser VOLTARIX effective
upon closing; the City shall have no further responsibility or liability for such lines after transfer;
and

(c) Any other terms deemed necessary by the City Attorney to effectuate a clean transfer.

A public hearing on the proposed sale shall be held on April 7, 2026 at 6:15 p.m. (or such other
time as the Council may designate) at City Hall, Little Falls, New York, to hear all interested
persons concerning the proposed transfer, including the treatment of water and sewer lines as
private service lines.

The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice of the public hearing in the official newspaper
of the City (the Times Telegram) at least once, not less than five (5) days nor more than thirty
(30) days before the date of the hearing, and to post such notice in accordance with applicable
law and City practice. The notice shall include a brief description of the property, the proposed
purchaser and consideration, the indemnification requirement, the private status of water and
sewer lines post-transfer, and the time and place of the hearing.

Following the public hearing and upon consideration of any testimony or comments received, the
Common Council may, by further resolution or motion, confirm, modify, or reject the proposed
sale.

The Mayor, City Clerk, and City Attorney are hereby authorized and directed, upon final
approval of the sale and completion of the public hearing, to prepare, execute, and deliver all
necessary instruments, including but not limited to a quitclaim deed, bill of sale, release of



municipal interest, indemnification agreement, any utility responsibility acknowledgment or
release, and any vacation or abandonment documents for the affected portion of Hansen Avenue,
and to take all other actions required to complete the transfer and update records with the New
York State Department of Transportation (including the National Bridge Inventory).

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the Common Council, subject
to the holding and completion of the required public hearing and any further approvals as may be
necessary under law.

Motion Alderman Smith

Second Alderwoman Eysaman

Roll Call: Shaffer, Masi, Ruffing, Carter, Smith, Eysaman
Absent: Casler

Dated: March 16, 2026
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Deborah A. Kaufman, Magfor
City of Little Falls

Dated: March 16, 2026

Ll
Kira M. Miller, City Clerk
City of Little Falls

Motion to adjourn at 5:46pm with a motion made by Alderwoman Eysaman and seconded by
Alderman Shaffer with all in favor.



